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Context 

Recent years have seen significant progress in OECD countries’ preparations for the effects of climate change. As 
of 2014, more than three-quarters of them have published, or are currently developing, national strategies for 
climate change adaptation. A common element of these strategies is the emphasis on mainstreaming adaptation 
into government policies, with a focus upon capacity building. In moving from planning to implementation, it will 
be essential to ensure that the right evidence, tools and approaches are in place to make the case for action and 
identify the most effective adaptation pathways. It will also be important to ensure that adequate finance is 
available to support implementation. 
 
There is now a wide range of methods to support national planning and strategic decision-making for adaptation, 
backed with an increasing amount of evidence. The test of these methods and tools lies in the extent to which 
they are being used to support the implementation of adaptation. By drawing upon countries’ experiences in 
using these methods and tools, there is the opportunity to examine how effective they have been in shaping 
decision-making. This will help to identify gaps and share examples of good practices. 

Public and private finance will be essential in putting priorities into practice. In keeping with a mainstreamed 
approach, the majority of OECD countries have chosen to finance adaptation from existing budgets rather than 
creating “ring-fenced” funds. Given pressures on public finances, there is a need to demonstrate the benefits of 
adaptation relative to other priorities. There is also a need to examine how the actions of businesses, households 
and the public sector can contribute to financing adaptation.  
 
The event is co-sponsored by the ECONADAPT project, which is a research study funded by the European Union 
Seventh Framework Programme (FP7) aiming to build the knowledge base on the economics of adaptation to 
climate change and to convert this into practical information for decision makers to support adaptation planning. 

 
Objectives 

This workshop will bring together policy-makers from across the OECD, along with leading experts on adaptation 
to: 

1.            Share experiences of the approaches that are being applied to mainstream climate change adaptation 
into decision-making, including evidence and tools. 

2.            Discuss the challenge of funding adaptation in OECD countries, including the scale of financing needs and 
supporting private financing for adaptation. 
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Registration 

As this is designed as an interactive expert discussion, advance registration is required. Please register by sending 
an email with your full contact details to Sama AL TAHAR CUCCI (Sama.ALTAHERCUCCI@oecd.org) by 10 June 
2014.  

For further information or queries, contact:  
• Darina PETROVA (Darina.PETROVA@oecd.org) – general queries 
• Sama AL TAHAR CUCCI (Sama.ALTAHERCUCCI@oecd.org) – registration and other logistics 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Wednesday 18 June 

 
 

Time 
 

 
                                                                   SESSION 

8:30-9:00 Registration 

9:00-9:45 Climate change adaptation: progress and challenges 

9:45-11:00 Prioritising adaptation at the national level 

11:30-13:00 Sectoral approaches for assessing and implementing adaptation  
 

14:30-16:00 Tools for mainstreaming adaptation into policy-making 
 

16:30-17:45 Public-private partnership to build disaster and climate resilience  

17:45- Wrap-up & cocktail reception 
 

 
Thursday 19 June 

 
9:30-10:00 Adaptation finance in OECD countries  

 
10:00-11:00 Facilitating public sector finance for adaptation  

 
11:30-13:00 Interactive session on gaps, research needs, end-user tools 

 
14:30-16:00 Panel discussion : Enabling the transition to climate resilience 

  

 

mailto:Darina.PETROVA@oecd.org


                                                                                                

3 
In collaboration with FP 7 Funded ECONADAPT Project    
 

 
Day 1 – Wednesday 18 June 2014: 

 

9:00 Climate change adaptation: progress and challenges  
This session will provide an overview of the status of adaptation across OECD countries. This will include the 
preliminary results of an OECD country survey on approaches and tools used to support decision-making for 
climate change adaptation.  
 

• Mr. Michael Mullan, Environment Directorate,  OECD 
• Mr. Paul Watkiss, Paul Watkiss Associates/ECONADAPT  

 
9:45 Prioritising adaptation at the national level  
Identifying adaptation needs and prioritising adaptation options are essential elements of adaptation planning. 
This session will draw upon countries’ experiences of using scientific evidence, economic analysis and stakeholder 
consultation to inform the development and implementation of adaptation strategies.  

 
Speakers:  

• Mr. Zebedee Nii-Naate, Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, United Kingdom 
• Mr. Clemens Hasse, Federal Environmental Agency, KomPass, Germany 
• Mr Michalis S. Skourtos, Agricultural University of Athens, Greece 

 
11:00  Coffee break 
 
11:30 Sectoral approaches for assessing and implementing adaptation  
 
This session will compare the tools and methods being used to mainstream adaptation in different sectors. This 
includes the challenges to provision of evidence and the question of how to address adaptation responses that cut 
across existing sectoral boundaries. 
 
Speakers: 

• Ms. Catherine Gamper,  Public Governance and Territorial Development Directorate, OECD 
• Mr. Jean-Yves Caneill, Head of Climate Policy, Électricité de France  
• Ms. Kathleen Dominque, Environment Directorate, OECD 
• Mr. Cees van de Guchte, Deltares, Netherlands 
 

13:00 Lunch 

14:30 Tools for mainstreaming adaption into policy-making 
 
There has been considerable progress in developing tools for appraising adaptation projects, but successful 
implementation of a mainstreamed approach entails an additional set of challenges. This session will examine 
how countries have been integrating climate change into policy and programme design.  
 
Speakers:  

• Ms. Rosario Bento, DG for Climate Action, European Commission  
• Ms. Kirsi Mäkinen, Finnish Institute for Environment (SYKE)  
• Mr. Vladimir Stenek, International Finance Corporation 

 
 
16:00  Coffee break 
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16:30 Public-private partnership to build disaster and climate resilience 
 

Past decisions have led to people and assets being located in areas of increasingly high risk, such as exposed 
coastal areas. This session will discuss how public-private collaboration can facilitate action to address these risks 
in an equitable and efficient way. 
 
Speakers: 

• Mr. Reinhard Mechler, Deputy Director, International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis (IIASA) 
• Mr. Michael Stevns, Siemens 
• Mr. Giovanni Cecconi, Manager, Consorzio Venezia Nuova, Italy 

 
17:45 Wrap up 
 
18:00   Reception – sponsored by ECONADAPT 

 

 

Day 2 – Thursday 19 June 2014:  
 
9:30 Adaptation finance in OECD countries  
This session will provide an overview of the financing challenge for OECD countries, including the evidence on the 
scale and distribution of costs. 
 
10:00  Facilitating public sector finance for adaptation  
 
OECD countries have predominantly adopted a mainstreamed approach to financing adaptation, with funding for 
implementation expected to be delivered through existing channels. This session will examine countries’ 
experiences in financing adaptation to date, with a focus upon the evidence needed to make these approaches 
operate effectively. 
 
Speakers: 

• Ms. Anna Kaplina, UN Development Programme 
• Mr. Pierre Brender, General Directorate for Energy and Climate, Ministry of Environment and Sustainable 

Development, France 
• Mr. Peter Jeppe Tolstrup, City of Copenhagen, Denmark  

 
11:00 Coffee break 
 
11:30  Interactive session on gaps, research needs, end-user tools 
 
This interactive session, facilitated by the ECONADAPT project team, will identify the priority policy gaps for 
mainstreaming adaptation.  It will identify key methodological challenges and research needs, and explore end-
user demand for tools/guidance/knowledge sharing that could help in policy and project appraisal.  
 
Discussion facilitators: 
• Ms. Angela Wilkinson, OECD 
• Ms. Ariella Helfgott, Wageningen University 
• Mr. Manuel Lago, Ecologic Institute 
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13:00 Lunch break 
 
14:30 Panel discussion: Enabling the transition to climate resilience  
 
This final session will close the workshop by examining how evidence, institutions and finance can be harnessed to 
support adaptation. The panel discussion will focus on how mainstreamed approaches can be used to address 
longer-term changes, as well as implementing measures to address current climate variability.  
 
Panellists: 
 

• Ms. Susan Ruffo, White House Council on Environmental Quality, United States  
• Mr. Stéphane Isoard, European Environment Agency 
• Ms. Clare Goodess, Climatic Research Unit, University of East Anglia 

 
 

16:00 Meeting close 
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